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Roaming the streets: Stray dogs near a farming area at Taman Wah Keong in Ipoh, Perak. — RONNIE CHIN/The Star
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Castmg wide net
to manage strays

Perak govt looking at including various
organisations in its neutering initiative

By MANJIT KAUR
manjit@thestar.com.my

PERAK government is looking at

roping in several organisations
for its Perak Pawsitive Initiative
to ktep the number of strays in

Sme housing and local govern-
ment committee chairman

was trying to get organisations
astk‘;(ulmmund

Housing Developers Association
of Malaysia (Rehda) to join the
initiative which was aimed at
neutering both stray and pet
dogs and cats at a subsidised
rate.

She said the Pawsitive pilot
project was carried out with
Kampar District Council in
GopengtmmSep(ZHoE
wlwreSZdogs(pe(s strays)

meemL%dop
free rabies vaccination,
136 dogs had free vaccination
shots, 38 applications and renew-
al of licences were received
while five stray dogs were
adopted.
Ng said a programme was also
held on Oct 19 in Tanjung Malim
where the focus was on cats,
with some 200 spayed.
'Nenmye;r.welmendto
expand rogramme to other
loalcoundght'enk.
lo;lmauswhywene::llncdve
non-governmental o
sations (NGOs) to help us.
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“] also urge assemblymenand  rescue operations at the Perak P prog in Gopeng. — C y photo
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mat grants. carried out 1,478 operations tp ; was responding to a sugges- “1 appreciate the NGO's
“It is essential for us to work handle the ts, and no:‘ﬁumNolhsArklpoMmmd- tra) ':;lIIIZf
with veterinarians, as it will be caught 6,164 dogs. er.and veterinarian Dr (T}&M)Inithdve.
easier to organise the pro- state government is seri-  Kaur Mendhir, who recommend- “However, the number of
gramme,” she added. omahomaddndgsu!ys ed that the state strays keeps increasing because
Pawsitive is Perak's current is working to find effective solu- it compulsory for owners  even neutered dogs are not being
stnzegytodealwithsu-:ys tions,” she of farms, factories and construc-  adopted. & s
Ng said peoplewwbem iy Uonsitumnanudulrdmm sol"“ﬁmm‘k""s"“‘fm'“'
encourage 10 be respoi Strays in remote In a The Star report on
ble and neuter their pets. in ess Dr Ranjit said dogs were 3 'Weknmvlhatpeoplew\n
In Tanjung Malim, the Ng said some NGOs had sug- comumon at trial areas and keepon complaints with
gramme was co-0f witha gsmdnwlemudogslmngat farms in Perak. for
mmcopeng.dmﬂ\esaldthe mr‘.mm“w;mmu iction stnsldgqp(wwldbemldwdogr mysmtmnumbenlom-

state sites where strays col o a neute: " she a
ent worlrud uu‘r:m found. N m:nhml shelters such as -
r Society for “There are many farm, factory cons
Prevemmmcmeld lyl:iAnumk' u;idcommml:;\ksi; tors Whﬂen!uledngvv?:n impor- Policypmsmd
(SPCA) which had experience who may not to licensing  tant, pet owners as as those Perak government is currently
handlmglarge»scaleneuleﬂng their dogs, given the remoteness iﬂ?ﬁ%uhﬂm miewlnggo‘ the pros and cons of
of these areas. an wmlmcdonsimmmabo making neutering compulsory.

Accordh\gtoNg,J,Slsoom “However, | agree with the the animals against Ng said several issues had to

vaccinate
rabies, said Dr

laints on stray dogs were NGOs that these are areas we be taken int v
- received by Perak local councils  need to pay attention to in Meanwhile, Ng also empha- (emqw:m:::\::&:;m
between January and October. the rising number of ﬂ*d"' an effecive adoption order for owners to apply or

The local councils, she said, stray dogs and even cats.” renew their pet licence.
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“Firstly, not all dog owners are
willing to neuter their pets, espe-
cially those with special breeds.

“Secondly, the cost of neutering
is not cheap.

“Imposing this condition might °

make it unaffordable for some
dog or cat owners,” said Ng.

She had received feedback
from her counterpart in Negri
Sembilan where neutering was
made compulsory, but despite
offering subsidies, the response
was still poor.

“The state (Negri Sembilan)
also noticed a drop in the num-
ber of licence renewals and
applications as some owners are
choosing to keep dogs without
applying for a licence because of
the policy,” she said.

“As such, we need to consider

_ all aspects and ensure the move
we take solves issues instead of
creating new ones.”

Addressing animal welfare

Ng said regulations on animal
‘welfare and management were
outlined under the Animal
Welfare Act 2015 with the
Veterinary Services Department
(DVS) playing a key role as per
the Act.

“Cooperation between various
Pparties will continue to be
strengthened to ensure this issue
Is comprehensively addressed.

“A coordination meeting was
held recently to align the roles of

Casting Wide Net to Manage Strays

A pet owner getting his dog vaccinated at the Perak Pawsitive Initiative in Gopeng. — Courtesy photo

Loh: Perak Rehda is interested in

getting animal NGOs to give short
talks at meetings.

DVS, local councils and other
departments,” she said.

“Among matters raised were
the need to strengthen enforce-
ment as well as raising aware-
ness among pet owners about
their responsibilities to prevent
the issue of strays.”

Ng said DVS was also taking
steps to establish the Perak State
Animal Welfare Committee.

She said the committee would

"serve as the primary platform on

setting up directions and plan-
ning for the management of
strays.,

The committee would discuss
issues related to stray animals
with district and land offices,
local councils as well as relevant
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Dr Ranjit: Besides neutering, those

keeping dogs must vaccinate the
animals against rabies.

departments and agéncjes. she
added.
Ng said the state government

“acknowledged that NGOs played

an important role in addressing
the issue of strays, saying steps
had been drawn up to build a
strategic cooperation with them.

“Perak is also opening up
opportunities for NGOs in need
of land to build animal shelters.

“The NGOs can apply for gov-
ernment land at nominal cost,”
she said.

Positive respbnse ‘

When contacted, Perak Rehda -

chairman Loh Ban Ho said the
association supported the Perak
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in October. — Courtesy photo

Pawsitive Initiative.

He said he would also encour-
age association members to
adopt neutered dogs from animal
shelters and NGOs.

“We can always allocate part of
the association's corporate social
responsibility (CSR) fund for
Pawsitive,” said Loh who sup-
ported the move to create aware-
‘ness of neutering.

“The association is also keen to
invite animal NGOs to give short
talks during our meetings, which
are attended by developers and
contractors.

“It is important for both devel-
opers and contractors to be pro-
vided with adequate information
on adoption, neutering and
licensing of dogs,” he said.

According to Loh, the current
practice when construction
begins on a development site is
to bring in stray dogs to look
after the area and workers will
care for them.

“It is important for contractors
or developers to have plans in
place for the dogs once the pro-

Ng (left) at the launch of the Perak Pawsitive Initiative in Tanjung Malim
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ject is completed,” he said.

“By leaving the dogs behind
once a project is completed,
the numbers will double or even
triple.

“And because of food shortage,
the dogs will roam elsewhere,”
Loh added.

Dr Ranjit said Noah's Ark wel-
comed the opportunity to give
awareness t to build aware-
ness of caring for strays.

“By working together with the
state government, we can organ-
ise a mass spaying camp.

“We can provide veterinarians,
our time and expertise if the
Perak government provides the
funds and space,” she added.

Dr Ranjit said Noah's Ark was
also willing to look for compa-
nies to sponsor free rabies vacci-
nation and other important
shots.

“Noah’s Ark has been neuter-
ing strays since 2011, with
between 30 and 35 dogs neutered
a month,” she said.

“Yayasan Hasanah has been
contributing the funds for this.”



ASF: Tindakan Kawalan Ke Atas Ternakan Dan Ladang Babi Di
Mongkos Sudah Diambil
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KUCHING: Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Veterinar
Sarawak (DVSS) telah

mengambil tindakan kawalan

ke atas ternakan babi dan
ladang ternakan babi di
Mongkos, Daerah Tebedu

susulan kes penyakit African
Swine Fever (ASF) yang
dikesan pada ternakan babi
di kawasan berkenaan.

Menteri Industri Makanan,
Komoditi dan Pembangunan
Wilayah Dato Sri Dr Stephen
Rundi Utom berkata,
tindakan berkenaan diambil
agar ia tidak merebak ke
ladang-ladang babi  yang
berdekatan.

tanpa permit veterinar.

"JPVS mengambil tindakan

terhadap kesalahan
mengimport secara haram,"
katanya ringkas ketika

dihubungi Utusan Borneo di

sini semalam.
"Daerah-daerah lain di

Sarawak masih bebas ASF.

Virus ASF ini hanya
menjangkiti ternakan babi
sahaja dan tidak kepada
manusia.

"ASF juga tidak menyerang
ternakan lain kerana ia
bersifat hos spesifik dan
tidak zoonotik.



"Saya
kepada
untuk
biosekuriti

ingin  mengingatkan

semua penternak

meningkatkan
ladang dengan
memastikan ladang
mempunyali kemudahan
seperti 'vehicle dip' atau 'foot
dip' serta pagar perimeter
yang utuh,” katanya
menerusi kenyataan media di
sini, hari ini.

Beliau menegaskan,
penternak juga harus
mengawal pergerakan
keluar/masuk ternakan,
kenderaan dan individu.

Katanya, pemindahan babi

hidup adalah dilarang tanpa
permit pemindahan daripada
DVSS.
ASF

adalah penyakit babi

yang tidak mempunyali
vaksin, tiada ubat dan boleh
menyebabkan kerugian
besar.

Oleh itu katanya, penternak
harus mengambil berat
terhadap langkah-langkah

kawalan yang dinyatakan.

"Penternak babi diingatkan
untuk tidak memberikan sisa
makanan/sisa dapur kepada
ternakan babi tanpa dimasak
selama 30 minit untuk
mencegah virus ini.

membawa masuk
baru yang tidak
status kesihatan,"

"Jangan
haiwan
diketahui
katanya.

Dr Rundi berkata, tanda-
tanda klinikal ASF adalah
kematian tinggi pada

ternakan babi, demam panas,
kesukaran bernafas,
kemerahan/lebam pada kulit,

hilang selera makan,
murung, muntah, cirit-birit,
bengkak sendi, luka (ulser)

kulit dan hidung berair.

Katanya, Jika penternak
mendapati adanya tanda-
tanda ini, segeralah
menghubungi Pejabat

Perkhidmatan Veterinar yang
terdekat.

"Berkenaan dengan video
tular dalam Internet, ia
merupakan video lama yang
berlaku di luar negara dan
bukannya di Sarawak.

"Video ini ditular semula.
Bagi sambutan hari Krismas,
bekalan babi di Sarawak

adalah mencukupi dan boleh
didapati di mana-mana kedai
produk babi di  seluruh
Sarawak.

"Bekalan daging babi yang
terdapat di pasaran adalah
selamat untuk dimakan,"O
ujarnya.-UTUSANBORNEO
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